chances for Communist victories. Hence, the Chinese from 1958 increased their attacks against the Yugoslavs' policy toward the neutral states.
Just as the Albanians have had frictions in their economic dealings with the Russians (see below), so have the Chinese. The particular relevance of oil to the Sino-Albanian alliance is discussed later; safe to say that the fact that the Chinese have had to rely heavily on the Soviet Union for many types of capital goods and raw materials has made it increasingly imperative as Sino-Soviet difficulties have increased for the Chinese to seek alternative sources of supply of various goods, within and without the bloc. From the Albanians, the Chinese could gain and have obtained alternative sources of supply for oil, copper and chrome.
During the past several years there has undoubtedly been a constant increase in Communist Chinese messianism. The Peking leadership has attempted to force its views upon the Communist world and has expanded its role as an active revolutionary force in the non-Communist areas as well. Even if there had been no Yugoslavia, no Sino-Soviet friction, no Russo-Albanian differences, the Chinese might have been just as anxious to gain allies or reliable friends within the Communist world. However, because these problems did exist, the Chinese found it less difficult than it might otherwise have been to satisfy Albanian desires, as well as their own.
RUSSO-ALBANIAN RELATIONS
The security of Russian interests in the Balkans has long been a prime goal of Soviet as well as Czarist foreign policy. During the Stalin era, the Russians' interests temporarily suffered as a result of the break with Tito. In order to maintain a certain amount of indirect pressure on the Yugoslav leader (as well as gain a naval and raw material base on the Adriatic) the Russians gave assistance to the Albanian Communist regime. However, with Stalin's demise, Russian policy reverted to attempting to deal with Marshal Tito's government once again. This shift in policy led to great uneasiness within the leadership of the Albanian Communist Party, almost from the beginning of the Khrushchev era. As a result, the Albanian Government, from late 1954, became involved in an ever-intensifying search for support against any Russian moves which may or may not have been correctly interpreted by the Albanians as sacrificing their interests in favour of RussoYugoslav ties. This quest has led to today's important Sino-Albanian entente.
From (b) The first Russo-Albanian differences, 1955-57. The RussoYugolslav rapprochement of September 1955, the highpoint of which was the Khrushchev-Bulganin trip to Belgrade, caused the Albanians great displeasure. However, they had no choice at this time but to follow Russian policy dutifully. Nevertheless, in calling for the election of good candidates to the Hoxha-led Albanian Democratic Front, the Tirana daily, Zeri i Popullit, cautioned:
We must never forget that the people's enemies will try to sabotage our elections. Their activities must be frustrated.3 At the same time, the Albanian Government slowly began to expand its horizons, specifically toward Communist China. This gradual shift was no doubt spurred on as a result of an attempt, preceding the May 1956 Third Congress of the Albanian Labour Party, by anti-Hoxha forces to replace Hoxha, or limit his hold on the Party. The de-Stalinisation that Marxism-Leninism does not deny the role played by individuals in history so long as they understand the needs of society and facilitate the settlement of problems in the progress of society.
When distinguished individuals place themselves above the masses and thereby detach themselves from the masses, then conditions conducive to mistakes readily occur and seriously endanger the masses. We must say that when the CPSU and the Soviet Union achieved the great victories which led to the triumph of Socialism, Stalin began to put himself above the Party and the people and detach himself from the masses. Thus, great mistakes were committed which harmed the Soviet people and the cause of Socialism.5 Hoxha's reluctance to support the Russians on the Yugoslav rapprochement was symbolised by his unwillingness to " resurrect" the name of Koci Xoxe; indeed he condemned him anew.6 Because of his lack of zeal for the new Russian position, Hoxha was no doubt a prime target for removal. However, as a result of the tight organisation of the Albanian Party-a factor which the Russians have apparently misjudged on more than one occasion--Hoxha was able to retain his power and even strengthen his position after his enemies were removed. Following this consolidation, Hoxha, with Shehu and another aide, Ramiz Alija, left A deep fraternalism binds the Albanian people to our Chinese brothers. Uniting our two peoples is the blood shed against our common imperialist foes for the cause of freedom and independence. We are united by common interests, purposes and ideals. Together, we march forward under one banner: the banner of Marxism-Leninism, the banner of proletarian internationalism.
Our peoples represent the biggest and the smallest countries in point of population, as well as the most extreme geographical points in the Socialist camp, but neither the one nor the other can be an obstacle to true fraternalism and close co-operation, and this is amply manifested by the undying fraternalism between our lands.
.The Albanian people are grateful to the brotherly people of China and its Communist Party for its great help in building its future. We assure you that our people and our Party will harbour growing feelings of fraternalism and love for you in the future, and that in our people and our country you have always a sincere and loyal friend. 
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He said that in our efforts to build Socialism, the Albanian people will have, as always, the brotherly help of the people of China. This, he said, is our international obligation to the Albanian people.
Let us preserve, comrades, and let us strengthen ever more these precious ties of fraternalism between our people and the brotherly people of China.12
The Russians had failed to unseat Hoxha but the Chinese had already made it clear to the Albanian leader that they approved of his leadership. During the months which followed, Albania began to increase its ties Our Party has defended and will continue to defend MarxistLeninist principles faithfully, regardless of whether this fact pleases or displeases those who attack these principles.
[Moreover] Tito and the Yugoslav leaders have an anti-Marxist and chauvinistic attitude toward our Party and people. Even before Albania's liberation and down to the present they have systematically and brutally interfered in the internal affairs of our Party and Government. . . . Despite the brutal interference of Yugoslav leaders, which caused suffering to our people we did not ask them to carry out self-criticism, but we thought it better to close the door to the past and begin by taking up things which unite us in the future. However, Yugoslav leaders continued their old policy of interference and answered us with slanders in order to discredit us and by using subversive propaganda and plots, to undermine our Party and the people's rdgime.l1 Thus, the Albanians stated that they would no longer be willing accessories to a Soviet policy which permitted or supported the acts which the Yugoslavs were accused of committing. The Albanian leadership, though saved in 1956 from outside interference, must have realised that the Russians would neither willingly admit to a change in overall Balkan policy, nor would they graciously admit to having judged wrongly the economic and political conditions in Hungary and Poland which led to the revolutions there. Rruga e Partise (Road of the Party), IV: 12 (December 1957), pp. 42-50, the following progress was reported: "During 1956 and the first six months of 1957, the oilproducing area at Patos was extended considerably, quantitatively. One oil field has grown to several. With the drilling of well number 542, a source of oil was discovered that has great possibilities for the further development of the oil industry in our country. We can say without hesitation that the oil pumped from this source has opened a new period in the development of our people's economy, and makes it possible to produce and surpass the plan of 1960 in 1957. It makes it possible to produce four times as much oil in 1960 as is specified by the plan. . . . Thus our country will meet its need for fuel, and will export considerable amounts of fuel. . . . Besides, the source of well 542, work for more discoveries of oil is going on at Cakran, Peshkan, Ardenice, Stalin works, etc. Preliminary geological investigations show that other petroleum sources exist in these areas." Evidence indicates that trouble developed in the oil industry in 1958; it is quite possible that these difficulties were not unconnected with the increasing political differences which were developing between Russia and Albania. cost of shipping it to the manufacturing countries would have been greater than that for shipping large quantities from the Soviet Union. Furthermore, the Soviet Union would be a more reliable supplier of larger quantities than Albania. The Russians, by causing all major manufacturing centres to rely on them for oil, could tighten economic integration in the satellite countries, to the benefit of both Russia and its neighbours.
As a result, while both Albanians and Russians had invested in the Albanian oil industry, the Soviet Union would no doubt have been interested in discontinuing further development of it. In the light of their political treatment at the hands of the Russians, the Albanians doubtless realised that if they were to continue to produce oil, they would have to obtain a new market for its disposal. Albania also had commercially exportable quantities of copper and chrome, being the world's sixth largest producer of the latter commodity. This hydroelectric plant which we will inaugurate on January 11, 1958, has from the beginning been named after me. This is a great honour which has been accorded to me by our beloved party, to which I have devoted and will devote, to the last, all my energies.
By means of this letter, I appeal to you, my dear comrade, not to refer to the hydroelectric plant by my name any longer, and I propose to the central committee that this great work be named after the glorious founder and teacher of international communism, Karl Marx.22 The development of Chinese influence in Albania is, of course, only part of the general picture of increasing Chinese influence in the world Communist movement and indeed throughout the world. Its particular significance is that China has been able to replace the Soviet Union in an area that has traditionally been in the Russian sphere of influence. Moscow has been served notice that, while in the intra-bloc dispute so far it has managed to retain its leadership over the Communist movement, the Chinese leaders will try to find new " Albanias " with the aim of seizing that leadership and scrapping the Soviet policies which they believe endanger the movement. 
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